The work of Trinidadian writer Earl Lovelace has received surprisingly little literary criticism despite the quality and scope of his work that includes short stories, novels, plays and essays. Even Salt, awarded the 1997 Commonwealth Writers Prize for best book of the year, has been the subject of no more than a handful of critical studies. Furthermore, as of the publishing of Caribbean Literature after Independence: The Case of Earl Lovelace, there was no published book-length study of his work. downplayed the importance of the literary, while favoring more technical and specialized reading.
Lovelace, reveals the main thrust of the analyses contained in it. Lovelace's works are examined principally in terms of their social and political ideas. In spite of the various approaches taken by the critics, the issues discussed in most chapters are related to such postcolonial concerns as national identity, social cohesion, political independence and the effects of colonialism. This is particularly significant since the articles provide the opportunity to reflect on these issues as Trinidadian independence reaches half a century this year.
In his Introduction, Bill Schwarz presents a general overview of Lovelace's work and ideas. According to Schwarz, Lovelace's work does not depict the Trinidad of official government discourse, but the "other" Trinidad, that of the poor and dark. According to Schwarz, for Lovelace, the struggles of the characters encompass both the degradation of Ultimately, this volume constitutes a welcome addition to Lovelace's bibliography and an illustration of the richness of his work for readers everywhere.
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There is a 2006 special issue of Anthurium devoted to Lovelace, available at http://scholarlyrepository.miami.edu/anthurium/vol4/iss2/.
